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Dear Mr. Slmonson: 

February '19, 1990 

This letter p r e s e n t s  t h e  Rocky Flats Cleanup Conmdssion's comments on the 
Responsiveness  Summery (January 1990) for Prouoeed I n t e r i m  Measuree/Interim Remedial --- Action P l a n  and D e c i s i o n  Document - 881 H i l l s i d e  e. The comments are broken into tu0 
s e c t i o n s :  g e n e r a l  and s p e c i f i c .  

The o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  document was good: it l i s t e d  c o m e n t s  and cross indexed these 

The t o n e  and t e c h n i c a l  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  document were vieved vith disappointment. While 
it is r e c o g n i z e d  that p a s t  W E  responses  have been somevhat a u t o c r a t i c ,  t h e  opening o f  
t h e  doors  i n t o  its o p e r a t i o n s  have s p o t l i g h t e d  a c t i o n s  p l a c i n g  new demands on DOE. The 
condessendlng, a d v e r s a r l d  n a t u r e  and lack of q u a l i t y  i n  t h e  answers i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a 
long l e a r n i n g  curve remains  b e f o r e  real openness can be  achieved,  The c a t c h  phrase  of 
s e v e r a l  y e a r s  ago - %ere's t h e  Beef?" - probably b e s t  sums up t h e  Rocky Flats Cleanup 
Commission's r e a c t i o n .  Major  c o n c e r n s  were j u s t  n o t  addressed. For usmplc. many 
comments were answered as being " q u i t e  correct" fol lowed by vague remarks that DOE would 
do "something" a b o u t  it - bur never s a y i n g  w h a t  that something was. 

The Rocky Flats Cleanup Commission h a s  a g o a l  of pursuing q u a l i t y  In  t h e  work to  be 
done a t  the F a c i l i t y .  This is t h e  first t h e  t h a t  t h e  Rocky Plats Cleanup bumlesion has 
had en o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  d e c i s i o n  making p r o c e s s  and ve view t h i s  as 
precedent s e t t i n g .  Out a t t i t u d e  is one o f  s e e i n g  that t h e  p r o c e s s  starts off c o r r e c t l y ,  
and t h a t  the M n y  d e t a i l s  8fe accounted for. This approach wfll 1Rp t h e  gronnduork for 
subseqvenc ciean-up actayitien. Nn m n R t r n r t i n n  .shna?rl amrt lint11 01 1 the documontntlon 
for t h e  activity has been d e f i n e d  and approved. 

The Rocky Flats Cleanup Cammiasion would l i k e  to b e  n o t i f i e d  of t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  
docutcents prlor t o  stert-up of cc:?:i:%as. This r e q u e s r  i n c i u d e s  n o t i f i c a t i o n  of 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  as soon as  a d a r e  has been set. 

We are also r e q u e s t i n g  a list o f  documents and s t u d i e s  t h a t  have been I n i t i a t e d  5 y  

w i t h  t h e  I s s u e s .  This provided a b a s i a  for each r e a d e r  t o  fol lov US i s s u e  of concern. 

quest ions .  - 

A complete, d e t a i l e d  j o b  safety a n a l y s i s  (Health and S a f e t y  Plan) needs to be 
completed. T h i s  would i n c l u d e  t r a i n i n g  documents for  workers, c l e a n  rooms for changing 
of c lothea,  equipment c l e a n i n g  procedures ,  etc. This plan should also i n c l u d e  
n o t i f i c a t i o n  and d e t a i l e d  plana for off-site persons  during h i s h  wind c o n d i t i o n s  or  o t h e r  
p o t e n t i o l  o f f - s i t e  movement of p o l l u t a n t s .  A l l  OSHA requirements  for toxic and hazardous 
exposure should be  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  document. 

A r e g i s t r y  o f  worker i n f o r m a t i o n ,  h e a l t h  effects and other exposures  needs t o  b e  
e s t a b l i s h e d  end t r a c k e d  for 35 y e a r s .  This r c g l s t r y  should be available for  research 
i n t o  h e a l t h  effects of v a r i o u s  p o l l u t a n t  exposures.  Such s t u d i e s  would a s e i a t  I n  
addceseing t h e  problems of s y n e r g i s t i c  effects of multi-contaminate exposure by workers 
(end o f f - s i t e  p e r s o n n e l ) .  OSHA has e e t a b l i a h e d  procedures for t h e s e  r e g i s t r i e s  and t h e s e  
should be used as guidance. 
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Many q u e s t i o n s  remain concerning t h e  r e e n t t e i n m e n t  o f  p a r t i c l e s  from earth d i s t u r b a n c e  
a c t i v i t i e s .  Detailed s o i l  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  s t u d i e s  are needed. U n t i l  these s t u d i e s  are 
complete. worst case assumptions sbould b e  u e d ,  Qoeely def ined t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e s  
need to  be e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  minimize t h e  d i e t u r b e n c e  o f  c r u s t a l  material - t h i s  my i n c l u d e  
t h e  e t a k i n g  of areas for u s e  and/or non-use. These r o u t e s  would i n c l u d e  n o t  only 
equipment movement but  personnel  movement (foot traffic) 8s w e l l .  

A d e t a i l e d  p r o t o c o l  needa t o  be developed to  def ine  under w h a t  conditions c o n s t r u c t i o n  
will be terminated,  such as h i g h  wind, and what a c t i o n  w i l l  be taken to mitigate p r o b l e m  
during suspensiona - such as a water ing or soil s t a b i l i z a t i o n  program, This would 
i n c l u d e  detailed procedures €or  both stopping and r e s t a r t i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and t h e  
placement of equipment and personnel  during these tlma. 

The proposed monitors m y  or  may n o t  be  s u f f i c i e n t .  S t u d l e a  of s tab i l i ty  vind patterns 
for d i a p e r s i o n  of p o l l u t a n t s  need to b e  done. Rased on t h e s e  s t u d i e s ,  monitors should be 
i n s t a l l e d .  A t  a minimum, four monitors  a t  90' anglee w i t h i n  100 yerda of t h e  s i te  should 
be used. 

These would i n c l u d e  a l l  a c t i v i t i e s ;  
t h e  times and tyys of equipment u s e ,  t h e  area d i s t u r b e d  with t ime,  work p h m i t S ,  
e x c a v a t i o n  permits , logging of data (meteorological, soil moisture ,  ~ i S t U r e  tests, 
monitor  c a l i b r a t i o n s ,  aample changing and chain of custody l o g s ,  hiatory of eqUipUIent 
movement and decontamination, etc,), and o t h e r  data collcctioo ictivittea. There  muat be 
act ivi ty  planning such that s a m p l e t u r n - a r o u n d  t ime  i s  included l a  t h e  proecss:- an 
txtmple  vould be h a u l  t r u c k s  t h a t  are sampled and then relea8eed b e f o r e  the samples are 
analyzed. 

It is still  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  WE follow up on studies t o  d e f i n e  ground water plume 
8ourca9. A l i s t i n g  o f  a l l  s t u d i e s  being done and d o c u w n t s  a v a i l a b l e  are requested for 
our review. 

The Rocky nets Cleanup Coolmission appreciates the  opportunity to assist i n  these 
important and d i f f i c u l t  clean-up activities.  We hope you f l n d  our  COmOIents h e l p f u l  and 
we look forward t o  an even closer working r e l a t f o n s h i p  i n  the future .  

Detailed logs and r e c o r d s  need to be maintained. 

S i n c e r e l y  yours ,  

ROCPY FLATS Q I z A F  Cl3lMISSION 

.- 

1. The Rocky Flats Cleanup Commission r e q u e s t s  c o p i e s  o f  a l l  permits required f o r  the 
v a r i o u s  a c t i v t t i e s .  


